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PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED. 


[By Joun Wes ey, M. A.} 
[Continued from page 425.] 


LVI. OW, you are probably thinking of E/au and 

Pharaoh. Do you then fet it down as an 
an unqueftionable truth, that thefe were eternally con- 
demned, by the mere fovereign will of GOD? Are you 
fure, that they were eternally condemned? Even that. 
point is not altogether certain. Kt is no where affirmed in 
holy writ: and it would coft you fome pains to prove it. 
It is true, Pharach’s death was a punifhment from GOD: 
but it does not follow, that he was punifhed everlattingly. 
And if he was, it was not by the mere fovereign will of 
GOD, but becaufe of his own ftubbornneis and impeni- 
tence. 

Of this Mo/es has given us a particular account ; accord- 
ingly we read, When Pharach faw that there was refpite 
(after he was delivered from the plague of frogs) se harden- 
ed his heart, and hearkened not unto them, Exody*viii. Ys. 
So after the plague of flies; Pharach hardened his heart at 
this time alfo, neither would be let the people go, ver. 32. Again, 
When Pharaoh faw that the rain and hail were ceafed, he fina 
_ ned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his fervants, 


chap. 
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chap. ix. 34. After GOD had given him all this fpace to 
repent, and had expoftulated with him for his obftinate 
impenitence in thofe folemu words, How /ong wilt thou re. 
fife to bumble thy/elf before me? chap. x. 3. What won. 
der is it, if GOD then hardened his heart, that is, permit. 
ted Sacan to harden it: if he at length wholly withdrew 
his foftening grace, and gave him up to a reprobate mind? 








LVII. The cafe of Efau is widely different from this: 
although his conduct alfo is blamable in many points. ' The 
firft was the felling his birthright to Facob, Gen. xxv. 31, 
&c. The next, his marrying againit his father’s confent, 
chap. xxvi. 34, 35. but it is highly probable he was fenk. 
ble of his fault; becaufe Haac appears to have been fully 
reconciled to him, when he faid, My fon, make me fome 
favoury meat, that my foul may blefs thee before I die, Gen. 
XXVil. 4. 

In the following verfes we have an account of the man- 
ner wherein he was fupplanted by his brother Facob. Up. 
ou Jfaac’s relation of this, Efau cried with a great and ex. 
ceeding bitter cry, ver. 34. and faid unto his father, Blefs 
me, even me alfo, O my father! but he found no place, fays 
the apoftle, for repentance, for recovering the biefling, 
though he fought it carefully with tears. Thy brother, fad 
Faac, hath taken away thy blefing: I have bleffed him, yea, 

. and he fhall be blefed. So that all Efav’s forrow and tears 
could not recover his birthright, and the blefling annexed 
thereto. 

And yet there is great reafon to hope, that E/au, as well 
as Faced, is now in Abraham’s bofom. For although for a 
time he hated Jacob, and afterward came againft him with 
jour hundred men, very probably defigning to take revenge 
for the injuries he had fuftained; yet we find, when they 
met, Eitan and embraced him, and fell on bis neck und 
kijed him. So thoroughly had GOD changed his heart. 
And why y fhould we doubt but that happy change continue 
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LVIII. You can ground no folid obje€tion to this, on 
St. Paul’s words in the epiftle to the Romans: It was’ faid 
unto ber, the elder fhall ferve the younger: as it is written, 
Jacob Aave [ loved, but Efau have I hated, chap. ix. 12, 13. 
For it is undeniably plain, that both thefe feriptures relate, 
not to the perfons of Facob and Efau, but to their defcend- 
ants; the Ifraelites fprung from ‘facob, and the Edomites 
fprung from E/au. In this fenfe only did the elder (Efau) 
ferve the younger : not in his perfon (for E/aw never ferved 
Jacob; ) but in his pofterity: The pofterity of the elder 
brother férved the pofterity of the younger. 

The other text referred to by the apoftle, runs thus: / 
wed Jacdb, and I hated Efau, and laid his mountains and 
his heritage wafie for the dragons of the wildernefi, M@&® i. 
2, 3. Whofe heritage was it that GOD laid wafte? Not 
that which E/aw perfonally enjoyed; but that of his pofte- 
rity, the Edomites, for their enormous fins, largely de- 
{cribed by feveral of the prophets. So neither is there here 
any inftance of any man being finally condemned, by the 


mere fovereign will of GOD. 


LIX. The unchangeablene/s of GOD we allow likewife. 
In him is no variablenefs, neither foadow of turning. But 
you feem to lie under a miftake, concerning this alfo, for 
want of obferving the fcripture-account of it. The ferip- 
ture teaches, 1. ‘That GOD is unchangeable, with regard 
to his decrees. But what decrees? The fame that he has 
commanded to be preached to every creature, “ Fe that le- 
lieveth, fall be faved ; he that believeth not, foall be damned.” 
The fcripture teaches, 2. That GOD is unchangeable with 
regard to his love and hatred. But how? Obferve this 
well; for it is your grand miftake, and the root of almoft 
all the reft. GOD unchangeably loveth righteoufnefs, and 
hateth iniquity. Unchangeably he loveth faith, and un- 
changeably hateth unbelief. In confequence hereof hé un- 
changeably loveth the righteous, and hateth the workers of 
iniquity. He unchangeably loves them that believe, and 
hates wilful, obftinate unbelievers. So that the fcripture- 
account of GOD’s unchangeablenefs, with regard to his 
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decrees, is this: he has unchangeably decreed to fave holy 
believers, and to condemn obftinate, impenitent unbeliey. 
ers.. And, according to feripture, his unchangeablenefs of 
affection, properly and primarily regards tempers and not 
perfons: and perfons (as Enoch, Noah, Abraham J only as thofe 
tempers are found in them. Let then the unchangeablenefy 
of GOD be put on the right foot, let the feripture be aj. 
lowed to fix the objects of it, and it will as foon prove 
tranfubftantiation, as unconditional Ele€tion. 


LX. The faithfulne/: of GOD may be termed a branch 
of his truth. He wi// perform what he hath promifed. But 
then let us enquire of the oracle of GOD, to whom the 
oroilifes are made? the promifes of life and immortality ? 
‘The anfwer is, Zo Abraham and his feed, that is, to thofe who 
walk in the fteps of the faith of their father Abraham. To 
thofe who believe, as believers, are the gofpel-promifes 
made. To thefe has the faithful GOD engaged, that he 
will do what he hath fpoken. He will fulfil his covenant 
and promife which he hath made to a thoufand generations: 
the fum of which is, as we find it exprefsly declared by 
the Spirit of GOD, the Lord will give grace (more grace) 
and glory, and no geod thing will he wieh-hold from them that 
live a godly life. 


LXI. This covenant of GOD I underftand: but I have . 
heard of another which I underftand not. I have heard, 
« that GOD the Father made a covenant with his Son, 
«¢ before the world began, wherein the Son agreed to fufs 
“ fer fuch and fuch things, and the Father to give him 
«¢ fuch and fuch fouls for a recompence: that in confe- 
« quence of this, thofe fouls mu/ be faved, and thofe on- 
« ly, fo that all others muft be damned.” I befeech you. 
where is this written? In’ what part of fcripture is this 
covenant t0 be found? We may well expect a thing of 
this moment to be revealed very exprefsly, with the utmoft 
elearnefs and folemnity! But where is’ this done? And 
if it is mot done, if there is no fuch an account in all the 
bible: what fhall we wonder at moft, that any ferious man 


fhould 
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fhould advance, or that thoufands fhould believe, fo ftrange 
an affertion, without one plain text of fcripture to fupport 
it, from Genefis to the Revelation. 


LXII. f fuppofe you do not imagine, that the bare word 
eovenant, if # oceurred ever fo often in holy writ, is a 
proof of any fuch covenant as this. The grand covenant 
which we allow to be mentioned therein, is a covenant bes 
tween GOD and man, eftablifhed in the hand of a medi- 
ator, who tafled death for every man, and thereby purchafed 
it for all the children of men. The tenor of it (fo often 
mentioned already) is this: “* whofoever believeth unto the 
“ end, fo as to fhow his faith by his works, I, the Lord, 
“ will reward that foul eternally. But whofoever will not 
_ & believe, and confequently dieth in his fins, I will punifli 
’ & him with everlafting deftruction.” 


LXIII. To examine thoroughly whether this covenant 
between GOD and man be unconditional or conditional, 
it may be needful to go back as far as Abraham, the father 
of the faithful: to enquire what manner of covenant it 
was, which GOD made with him; and whether any rea- 
fon be afligned, of GOD’s peculiarly blefling Abraham, 
and all the nations of the earth in him. 

‘The firft mention of the covenant between GOD and 
him, occurs in Gen. xv. 18. The fame day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram, faying, Unto thy feed have 
I given this land.” But this is much more explicitly re- 
lated in the feventeenth chapter, ver. 1, &c. ‘* The Lord 
appeared to 4dvam, and faid unto him, I am the Almighty 


GOD: walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will «, 


make my covenant between me and thee, and will multi- 
ply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face; and 
GOD talked with him, faying, As for me, behold,, my 
covenant is with thee, and thou fhalt be a father of many 
nations. Neither fhall thy name any more be called Abram, 
but thy name fhall be dbraham : for a father of many nae 
tions have I made thee. And I will eftablifh my covenant 
between me and thee, and thy feed after thee, in their ge- 

Vou. Il. 3 0 neratiOns, 
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nerations, for an everlafting covenant; to be a GOD uns 
to thee, and to thy feed after thee—Every man-child amon, 
you thatf be circumcifed—it fhall be a token of the cove. 


nant betwixt me and you—The uncircumcifed man-chil 
fhall be cut off; he hath broken my covenant.” So we fee, 
this original covenant, though ever/affing, was conditional, 
and man’s*failing in the condition, cleared GOD, 


LXIV. We have St. Paul’s account of this covenant of 
GOD with Abraham, in the fourth chapter of his epiftle 
to the Romans, ver. 3, &e. Abraham (faith he) beliey. 
ed GOD, and it was counted unto him for righteoufnef.” 
(This is related in Gen. xv. 6.) “ And he received the 
fign of circumcifion, a feal of the righteoufnefs of the 
faith which he had yet-being uncircumcifed ; that he might 
be the father of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcifed; that righteoufnefs' might be imputed unto 
them alfo; and the father of circumcifion (7. e of them 
that are circumcifed) to them that are not of the circum. 
cifion only, but who alfo walk in the fteps of that faith of 
our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircum. 
cifed.” Now if thefe words do not exprefs a conditional 
covenant, certainly none can. : 


LXV. The nature.and ground of this covenant of GOD 
with Abraham is further explained, Gen. xviii. 17, &e. 
«¢ And the Lord faid, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do; feeing all the nations ofthe earth thall 
be blefled in him?” For “ I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children and his houfehold after him: and they 
fhall keep the way of the ‘Lord, to do juftice and judg- 
ment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which 
he hath fpoken of him.” 

Dees GOD fay here, I will do it, becaufe I will? No- 
thing lefs. The reafon is explicitly afligned: * All na- 
tions fhall be bleffed in him:” for “ he will command his 
children, and they fhall keep the way of the Lord.” 


The 
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The reafon is yet more (clearly, it cannot, but more) 
fully fet down in the twenty-fecond chapter, ver. 16, &c. 
“ By myfelf have I fworn, faith the Lord; BECAUSE thou 
haft done this thing, and haft not with-held thy fon; that 
in bleffing I will blefs thee—and in thy feed fhatl all the 
nations of the earth be bleffed (that is, the Meffiah thall 
{pring from thee :) necause thou haft obeyed my voice.” 

This is yet again declared, chap. xxvi. ver. 2, &c. And 

the Lord appeared unto IJ/uac, and faid—Sojourn in this 
“land, and I will be with thee, and will blefs thee: for un- 
to thee, and unto thy feed, I will perform the oath which 
Ifware unto Abraham thy father.. In thy feed fhall all 
nations of the earth be biefled: secause that Abraham 
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my command- 
ments, my ftatutes, and my laws.” 


LXVI. This covenant made to Abraham and his feed, is 
mentioned again, Exod. xix. ver. 3, &c. ** And the Lord 
called unto Mofes, faying, Thus fhalt thou fay to the houfe 
of Facob, and tell the children of J/rae/, ye have feen what 


I did to the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ 
wings, and brought you unto myfelf. Now therefore, 1F 
ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
then ye fhall be a peculiar treafure unto me above all peo- 


In the following chapter, GOD declares the terms of 
the covenant they were to keep, in ten commandments. 
And thefe themfelves are fometimes termed, the cavenant ; 
fometimes, the book of the covenant. So chap. xxiv. ver. 4, 
&c. after GOD had made an end of {peaking to the peo- 
ple, it is faid, ** And A4o/es wrote all the words of the 
Lord, and rofe up early in the morning—and he took the 
book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the peo- 
ple: and they faid, All that the Lord hath faid will we do. 
And Mofes took the blood (of the burnt-offering) and 
fprinkled it on the people, and faid, Behold the blood of 
the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you con- 
cerning all thefe words.” 


After 
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After the people had broken this covenant by worthip. 
ping the golden calf, GOD renews it, chap. xxxiv. where 
we read, ver. 27, 28. * And the Lord faid unto Mofo; 
Write thou thefe words: for after the tenor of thefe word 
I have made a covenant with thee and with Tracl— And 
he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the 
ten commandments.” 


LXVII. Aceording to the tenor of this covenant, made 
to Abraham and his feed, GOD afterwards declares, Levit. 
xxvi. ver, 3, &c. “ If ye walk in my ftatutes, and kee 
my commandments, and do them; then I will eftablith my 
covenant with you, and I will be your GOD, and ye thal} 
be my people—But if ye will not hearken unto me, fo tha 
ye will not do all my cémmandments, but that ye break 
my covenant; I will fet my face againft you, and I will 
avenge the quarrel of my covenant—yet if they fhall con. 
fefs their iniquity, and if their uncircumcifed , hearts be — 
humbled—then will I remember my covenant with Facab, 
and alfo my covenant with J/aac, and alfo my covenant 
with Abraham wilt I remember.” Confequently the cove 
nant with Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob, was conditional, 
as well as that with their pofterity. 


LXVIII. * But is not the faithfulnefs of GOD engaged 
s* to keep all that now believe from falling away?” I can- 
not fay that. Whatever aflurance GOD may give to par, 
ticular fouls, I find ‘no general promife in holy writ, «* That 
© none who once belicves, fhall finally fall.” Yet, to fay 
the truth, this is fo pleafing an opinion, fo agreeable to the 
flefh and blood, fo fuitable to whatever of nature remains 
in thofe who have tafted the grace of GOD, that I fee no- 
thing but the mighty power of GOD, which can reftrain 
any who hears it from clofing with it, But fill it wants 
one thing to recommend it, plain, cogent feripture- 
proof. 


(Continued at page 521.] 
SERMON 
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On Hesrews xill, 17. 







Obey them that have the rule over you, and fubmit yourfelves ; 
for they wateh over your fouls, as they that muft give account, 
that they may do it with joy, and not with grid Jér that us 
unprofitable far you. 






XCEEDING few, not only among nominal 
chriftians, but among truly religious men, have 
any clear conception of that important doctrine, which is 
here delivered by the apoftle. Very many fcarce think of 







that it, and hardly know that there is any fuch dire€tion in the 
reak bible. And the greater part of thofe who know it is then 
will and imagine they follow it, do not underftand it, but lean 





too much either to the right hand or to the left, to one ex- 
treme or the other. It is well known to what an extrava- 
gant height the Romanifts gn general carry this direction. 
Many of them believe an implicit faith is due to the doc- 
trines delivered by thofe that rule over them; and that im- 
plicit obedience ought to be paid to whatever commands 
they give; and not much lefs has been infifted on, by fe- 
veral eminent men of the church of England. Although 
it is true that the generality of proteftants are apt to run 
to the other extreme: allowing their paftors no authority 
at all, but making them both the creatures and the fervants” 













rat of their congregations. 
ay 2. But is it not poflible to find a medium between thefe 
he two extremes? Is there any neceflity for us to run, either 








ns into one or into the other? If‘we fet human laws out of 
0- the queftion, and fimply attend to the oracles of GOD, 
in we may certainly difcover a middle “path in this important 
its matter. In order thereto, let us carefully examine the 
Cs words of the apoftle above recited. Let us confider, ’ 

Firft, Who are the perfons mentioned in the text, they 

that rule over us ? ? 

. Secondly, Who are they whom the apoftle dire€ts, to 





“obey and fubmit themfelves to them? 





Thirdly, 
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ed®% I do not intend here, to enter at all into the difpute 
“eohcerning church-government: nor to debate, whether it 
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Thirdly, What is the meaning of this direétion? In wha you 
fenfe are they to obey and fubmit themfelves? I thall then en, ling 
deavour to make a fuitable application of the whole. 4 

I. 1. Confider we, firft, Who are the perfons mention. the 
ed in the text, they that have the rule over you? 1 do not 7 
conceive that the words of the apoftle are properly tranfla. | aes 
ed; becaufe this tranflation makes the fentence Little better sh 
than tautology. If they rule over you, you are: certainly oe 
ruled by them: fo that according to this tranflation, you are per 
only enjoined to do what you do already: to obey thofe - 
whom you do obey. - Now there is another meaning of had 
the Greek word, which feems abundantly more proper: it eg 
means to guide, as well as to rule. And thus, it feems, it ho 
fhould be taken here. The direction then, when applied thi 
to our {piritual guide$, is plain and pertinent. yi 

2. This interpretation feems to be confirmed by the | Ci 
feventh verfe; which fixes the meaning of this. “ Re 
member them which have the rule over you, who have fpoken th 

. unto you the word of GOD.” ‘The apoftle here thews, by . 
the latter claufe of the fentence, whom he meant in the G 


former. Thofe that were over, them, were the fame perfons 
who {poke unto them the word of GOD: that is, they were } 
their paftors, thofe who guided and fed this part of the 
flock of Chrift. 

3. But by whom are thefe guides to be appointed ? And 

hat are they fuppofed to do, in order to be entitled to the 7 
obedience which is here prefcribed ? 

Volumes upon volumes have been wrote on that knot- 
tPancftion, “ By whom are guides of fouls to be appoint- 












be advantageous or prejudicial to the intereft of true rell- 
gion, that the church and the ftate fhould be blended toge- 
ther, as they have been ever fince the time of Con/lantine 
in every part of the Roman Empire, where chriftianity 
has been received. “ Waving all thefe points (which may 
find employment enough for men that abound in leifure) 
by them that guide you I mean, them that do it, if not by 


yout 
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r choice, at leaft by your confent: them that you wil- 
lingly accept of to be your guides, in the way to heaven. 
4. But what are they fuppofed to do, in order to entitle 
them to the obedience here prefcribed ? 
They are fuppofed to go before the flock (as is the man- 
‘ner of the eaftern fhepherds to this day) and to guide them 
in all the ways of truth and holinefs: they are to nouri/b 
them with the words of eternal life, to feed them with the 


m pure milk of the word: applying it continually for doétrine, 


teaching them all the effential doctrines contained therein: 
por reproof, warning them if they turn afide from the way 
to the right hand or to the left: for correétion, fhewing them 
how to amend what is amifs, and guiding them back into 
the way of peace: and for inffruétion in righteoufnefs, train- 
ing them up in inward and outward holinefs, until they come 
to a perfec? man, to the meafure of the flature of the fulnefs of 
Chrift. 

5- They are fuppofed to watch over your fouls, as thefe 
that fhail give accougt. As thofe that joall give account! How 
unfpeakably folemn, and awful are thefe words!’ May 

GOD write them upon the heart of every guide of fouls! 
| hey watch, waking while others fleep, over the flock of 
Chrift; over the fouls that he has bought with a price, 
that he has purchafed with his own blood. They have 
them in their hearts both by day and by night; regarding 
neither fleep nor food in comparifon of them. Even while 
they fleep, their heart is waking, full of concern for their 
beloved children. They watch with deep earneftnefs, with 
uninterrupted ferioufnefs, with unwearied care, patience, 
and diligence, as they that are about to give an account of 
every particular foul, to him that ftandeth at the door, to 
the Judge of quick and dead. 

Il. 1. We are, fecondly, to confider, Who thofe are 
whom the apoftle direéts to obey them that have the rule 
over them? And in order to determine this with cettainty 
and clearnefs, we fhall not appeal to human inftitutions, 
but fimply (as in anfwering the preceding queition) ap- 
peal to that decifion of it, which we find in the oracles 
ef GOD. Indeed we have hardly occafion to go one ftep 


farther 





* 
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‘farther than the text itfelf. Only ic may be proper, fil, 
to remore out of the way fome popular opinions, which 
have been almoft every where taken for granted, but can 
in nowife be proved. 

2. It is ufually fuppofed, firft, That the apoftle is here 
directing pari/itoners to obey and fubmit the mfelves to the 
minifier of their parifh. But ¢an any owe bring the leat 
fhadow of proof for this from the holy fcripture? Where 
is it written, that we are bound to obey any minifter, be. 
caufe we live in what is called his parifh? “ Yes,” you 
fay, “ we are bound to abey every ordinance of man for the 

- Lord’s fake.” "Truey-im-all things indifferent; but this is 
not fo: it is exceeding fat from it. It is far from being 
a thing indifferent to mé, who is the guide of my foul. E 
dare not receive One as ‘my guide to heaven, that is him. 
felf in the high road to hell. I dare not take a wolf for 
my fhepherd, that has not fo much as fheep’s clothing; 
thats a common fwearer, an open drunkard, a_ notorious 
fabbath-breaker. And fuch (the more is the fhame, and 
the more the pity) are many parochial minifters at this day. 

3. * But are you not properly members of that congre- 
gation, to which your parents belong?” 1 do not appre- 
hend that I am: I know no fcripture that obliges me to 
this. I owe all deference to the commands of my parents, 
and willingly obey them in all things lawful. | But it is 
not lawful to call them Rabbi, that is, to believe or obey 
them implicitly. Every one muft give an account of him- 
felf to GOD. Therefore every man muft judge for him- 
felf: efpecially in a point of fo deep importance as this is, 
the choice of a guide for his foul. 

4. But we may bring this matter to a fhort iffue, by re= 
curring to the very words of the text. They that have 
voluntarily connected themfelves with fuch paftors as an- 
fwer the defeription given therein: wfuch as do in fact 
watch over their fouls, as they that thal! give account: 
fuch as do nourifh them up with the words of eternal life: 
fuch as feed them with the pure milk of the word, and 
conftantly apply it to them for doétrine, for reproof, for 
correction, 2nd for inftruction in righteoufnels: all‘ who 

have 
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have found and chofen guides of this character, of this® 
fpirit and behaviour, are undoubtedly required by the apo- 


ftle, to obey and fubmit themfelves to them. 
III. 1. But what is the meaning of this direétion? This 


femains to be confidered. In what fenfe, and how far, 
does the apoftle dire€&t them, to obey and fubmit tc their {pi- 
ritual guides? 

If we attend to the proper fenfe of the two words here 
ufed by the apoftle, we may obferve that the former of them 
(weiSuSe from res9o to perfuade) refers to the underftand- 
ing; the latter, »réxsrs to the will and outward behaviour. 
To begin with the former. What influence ought our 
{piritual guides to have over our underftanding? We dare 
no more call our fpiritual fathers Rabbi, than the fathers of 
our ficso. We dare no more yield implicit faith to the 
former than to the latter. In this fenfe one is our Maffer 
for rather Teacher ) who is in heaven. But whatever fubmif- 
fion, of even our underftanding, is fhort of this, we gnay, 
nay, we ought to yield to them. 

2. To explain this a little farther. St. Fames ules a 
word which is nearly allied to the former of thefe. The 
wifdem which is from above, is evweDhs ea/y to be convinced, OY 
to be perfuaded. Now if we ought to have and to thew this 
wifdom toward all men; we ought to have it in a more 
eminent degree, and to fhew it upon every occafion, to- 
ward thofe that qwatch ever our fouls. With regard to thefe, 
above all other men, we fhould be ea/y to be intreated: ea- 
fily convinced of any truth, and eafily perfuaded to any 
thing that is not finful. 

3. A word of nearly the fame import with this, is fre- 
quently ufed by St. Paul; namely, frixis. In our tranf- 
lation, it is more than once rendered gentle. But perhaps 
it might be more properly rendered (if the word fnay be 
allowed) yielding ; ready to yield, to give up our own will, in 
every thing that is not a point of duty. This amiable tem- 
per every real chriftian enjoys, and fhews in his intercourfe 
with all men. But he fhews it in a particular manner, to- 
ward thofe that watch over his foul. He is not only wil- 
ling to receive any inflruction from them, to be convinced 
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«of any thing which he did not know before: to lie opey 
to their advice, and glad to receive admonition or reproof: 
but is ready to give up his own will, whenever he can do 
it with a clear confcience. Whatever they defire him to 
do, he does; if it be not forbidden in the word of GOD, 
Whatever they defire him to refrain from, he does fo; 
if it be not enjoined in the word of GOD. This is plain. 
ly implied in thofe words of the apoftle, Submit yourfelves 
to them: yield to them: give up your own will. This is 
meet, and right, and your bounden duty, if they do indeed 
watch over your fouls, as they that fhall give account. If 
you do thus obey and fubmit yourfelves to therm, they will give 
an account of you with joy; not with groaning, as they mutt 
otherwife do: for although they fhould be clear of your 
blood, yet that would beunprofitable to you: yea, a prelude of 
eternal damnation. 

How acceptable to GOD was:an inftance of obedience, 
fomewhat fimilar to this! You have a large and particular 
accdunt of it in the thirty-fifth chapter of Feremiah. The 
aord of the Lord came to Jeremiah, faying, Go unto the hoje 
of the Rechabites, and give them wine to drink. Then J 
took ihe whole houfe of the Rechabites (all the heads of their 
families) and fet before them pots full of wine, and faid un 
to them, Drink ye wine: but they fuid, We will drink m 
wine: for Jonadab (a.great man in the reign of Jehu ) the 
fon of Rechab, from whom we are named, being the fa- 
ther of our family, commanded us, Ye fhall drink no wine, 
neither ye nor your fons for ever. And we have obeyed the 
voice of Jonadabour father, in all that he charged us. We 
do not know any particular reafon why Fonadab gave this 
charge to his pofterity. But as it was not finful, they gave 
this ftrong inftance of gratitude to their great benefactor. 
And hew pleafing this was to the Father of their fpirits, 
we learn from the words that follow... And Jeremiah /aid 
unto the Rechabites, Becaufe ye have obeyed the voice of Jona 
dab your father, therefore thus faith the Lord of hofts, Jo 
nadab /hall not want a man, to fland before me for ever. 

5- Now it is certain, chriftians owe full as much grati- 
tude and obedience, to thofe that watch over their fouls, 

as 
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as ever the houfe of the Rechabites owed to ‘Fonadab the fon 
of Rechab. And we cannot doubt, but the Lord is as well- 
pleafed with our obedience to thefe, as ever he was with 
their obedience to Fonadab. If he was fo well-pleafed with 
the gratitude and obedience of this people to their temporal 
benefactor, have we not all reafon to believe, He is full as 
well-pleafed with the gratitude and obedience of chriftians, 
to thofe who derive far greater bleflings to them, than ever 
onadab conveyed to his pofterity ? 

6. It may be of ufe, yet again to confider, In what in- 
ftances is it the duty of chriftians to obey and fubmit them- 
felves to thofe that wazch over their fouls. Now the things 
which they enjoin, muft be either enjoined of GOD, or 
forbidden by him, or indifferent. In things forbidden of 
GOD we dare not obey them; for we are to obey GOD 
rather than man. In things enjoined of GOD, we do not 
properly obey Them, but our common Father. Therefore 
if we are to obey them at all, it muft be in things indiffer- 
ent. The fum is, It is the duty of every private chriftian, 
to obey his fpiritual paftor, by either doing, or leaving un- 
done, any thing of an indifferent nature; any thing that 
is in no way determined in the word of GOD. 

7- But how little is this underftood in the prote/tant 
world? At leaft, in England and Ireland? Who is there, 
even among thofe that are fuppofed to be good chriftians, 
who dreams there is fuch a duty as this? And yet there 
is not a more exprefs command, either in the old or the 
new teftament. No words can be more clear and plain: no 
command more direct and pofitive. Therefore certainly 
none who receive the fcripture as the word of GOD, can 
live in the habitual breach of this, and yet plead innocence. 

, Such an inftance of wilful, or at leaft carelefs difobedience, 
muft grieve the Holy Spirit of GOD. It cannot but hin- 
der the grace of GOD from having its full effect upon the 
heart. It is not improbable, that this very difobedience 
may be one caufe of the deadnefs of many fouls: one rea- 
fon of their not receiving thofe bleflings, which they feek 
with fome degree of fincerity. 


8. It 
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8. It remains only, to make a fhort applicatibn of What 
has now been delivered. 

You that read this, do you apply it to yourfelf? Do you 
examine yourtelf thereby? Do not you ftop your own 
growth in grace, if not by wilful difobedience to this com. 
mand ; yet by a carelefs inattention to it, by not ¢onfider. 
ing it, as the importance of it deferves? If fo, you defraud 
yqurfelf of many bleflings, which you might enjoy. (;, 
gre you of a better mind, of a more excellent fpirit? Js jt 
your fixt refolution and your conftant endeavour, to obey 
them that have the rule over you in the Lord? To fubmis 
yourfelf as cheerfully to your fpiritual, as to your natural 
parents? Do you atk, “ Wherein fhould I fubmit to 
them?” The anfwer has been given already: not in things 
enjoined of GOD: not in things forbidden by him; bet 
in things indifferent: in all that are not deterentead One 
way or the other, by the oracles of GOD. It is try, 
this cannot be done in fome initances, without a confider:. 
ble degree of felf-denial, when they advife you to refrain 
from fomething that is agreeable to flefh and blood. And 
it cannot be obeyed in other inftances, withont taking up 
your crofs: without fuffering fome pain or inconvenience, 
that is not agreeable to flefh and blood. For that folemn 
declaration of our Lord has place here, as well as ona 
thoufand other occafions, Except a man deny himfelf, and 

up his crofs daily, he cannot be my difciple. But this will 

not affright you, if you refolve to be, not only almoft, but 
altogether a chriftian: if you determine to fight the good 
fight of faith, amd lay hold on eternal life. 

g» I would now apply myfelf in a more particular man- 
‘ner to yor, who defire me tg watch over your fouls. Do 
you make ita point of confcience to obey me for my Matter’s | 
fake? To fubmit yourselves to me in things indifferent; thin igs” 
pot eS Fast Has ig in the word of GOD? In all things that 
are not enjoined, nor yet forbidden in fcripture? Are you 
caly to be intreated, as by men in general, fo my me in par- 
ticular? Eafy to be convinced of any truth, however con- 
trary to your former prejudices? And eafy to be perfuad- 
ed to do or forbear any indifferent thing at my defire? You 
cannot 
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cannot but fee, that all this is clearly contained in the very 
words of the text. And you cannot but acknowledge, that 
it is highly reafonable for you fo to do, if Ido ompley all 
my time, all my fubftance, all my ftrength both of body 
and foul, not in feeking my own honour, or pleafure 5 but 
in promoting your prefent and eternal falvation : if I do in- 
deed watch over your fouls as one that muff give account. 

10. Do you then take my advice (I afk in the prefence 
of GOD.-and all the world) with regard to drefs? I pub- 
lithed that advice above thirty years ago: I have repeated 
it a thoufand times fince. 1 have advifed you not to be con- 
formable to the world herein: to lay afide all needlefs or- 
naments; to avoid all neediefs expence; to be patterns of 
plainnefs to all that are round about you. Have you taken 
this advice? Have you all, men and women, young and 
old, rich and poor, laid afide ail thofe ncedlefs ornaments, 
which I particularly objeéted to? Are you all exemplarily 
plain in your apparel? As plain as Quakers (fo called) o¢ 
Moravians ? If not, if you are {till drefled like the generality 
of people of your own rank and fortune, you declare here- 
by to all the world, that you will not obey them that are 
over you in the Lord. You declare, in open defiance ‘f 
GOD and man, that you will not fadmit yourfelves to them. 
Many of you carry your fins on your forehead, openly and 
in the face of the fun. You harden your hearts againft in- 
ftruction and againit conviction: you harden one another; 
efpecially thofe of you that were once convinced, and have 
now ftifled your convictions. You encourage one an 
to {top your ears againft the truth, and “fhut yor 
againft the light, leit haply you fhould fee, that y 
fighting againft GOD, and agaimit your own fouls. If 
were now called to give an account of you, it would be 
* with groans, and not with joy. And ture that would be an- 
profitable for you: the lofs would fall upon your own head. 

11. I fpeak all this on fuppofition (though that isa fup- 
pofition not to be made) that the bible was filent on this 
head: that the fcripture faid nothing concerning dre/s, and 
left it to every one’s own difcretion. But if all other texts 
were filent, this is enough, Submit yourfelves to them that are 


over 
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ever you in the Lord. 1 bind this upon your confciences, 
in the fight of GOD. Were it only in obedience to 
this direction, you cannot be clear before GOD, untef 
you throw afide all needlefs ornaments, in utter defiance 
of that tyrant of fools, fafhion; unlefs you feck only to 
be adorned with good works, as men and women profeff- 
ing godlinefs. 

12. Perhaps you will fay, ‘ This is only a little thing : 
it is a mere trifle.” I anfwer, If it be, you are the more 
inexcufable before GOD and man. What! Will you 
difobey a plain commandment of GOD for a mere trifle? 
GOD forbid! Is it a trifle to fin againft GOD? To fet 
his authority at nought? Is this a little thing? Nay, re- 
member, ‘There can be no little fin, till we can find a 
little god! Mean time be affured of one thing: the more 
confcientioutly you obey your fpiritual guides, the more 
powerfully will GOD apply the word, which they {peak 
in his name, to your heart! The more plentifully will 
he water what is fpoken, with the dew of his blefling: 


and the more proofs will you have, it is not only they that 
fpeak, but the Spirit of your Father who fpeaketh in them. 


Briflol, March 18, 1785. 
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An EXTRACT 
Of the Revd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY ’s Journat, 


From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November rfl, 1739. 


(Continued from page 443-] 


UFFER me now, to tell you my principles in this 

matter. I look upon a// the world as my pari/b; thus 
far I mean, that in whatever part of it I am, I judge it 
meet, right, and my bounden duty, to declare unto all that 
are willing to hear, the glad tidings of falvation. ‘This is 
the work which I know GOD "ites called me to. And fure 
lam, that his blefling attends it. Great encouragement 
have I therefore to be faithful in fulfilling the work he hath 
given me to do. His fervant lam, and as fuch am em- 
ployed (glory be to him) day and night in his fervice. I 
am employed according to the plain direction of his word, 
as I have opportunity of doing good unto all men. And his 
providence clearly concurs with his word; which has dif- 
engaged me from all things elfe, that I might fingly attend 
on this very thing, and go about doing good. 

If you afk, * How can this be? How can one do good, 
of whom men fay ali manner of evil?” 1 will put you in 
mind (though you once knew this, yea, and much eftablifk- 
ed me in that great truth) the more evil men fay of me for 
my Lord’s fake, the more good will he do by me. That it is 
for his Jake 1 know and he knoweth, and the event agreeth 
thereto ; for he mightily confirms the words I fpeak, by the 
Holy Ghoft given unto thofe that hear them. O my friend, 
my heart is moved toward you. I fear, you have hereia 
made thipwreck of the faith. I fear, Satan, transformed 
into an angel of light, hath aflaulted you, and prevailed al- 
fo. I fear, that offspring of hell, worldly or my/fic pre- 
dence, has drawn you away from the fimplicity of the gof- 
pel. How elfe could you ever conceive, that the being re- 
viled and Aated of all men, fhould make us lefs fit for our 
Matter’s fervice? How elfe could you ever think, of /av- 
ing yourflf and them that hear you, without being the ji/th 

and 
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and off-[couring of the world? To this hour, is this (crip. 
ture true. And I therein rejoice, yea, and qwilf rejoice, 
Blefled be GOD, I enjoy the reproach of Chrift! O may 
you alfo be vile, exceeding vile for his fake! GOD foy. 
bid that you fhould ever be other than generally fcandaloys, 
Thad almott faid, warverfally. [f any man tell you, there 


is a new way of following Chrilt, Ze is a hier and the truth 
ts not in him 


Tam, &e, 


Wednefday 13. In the morning I came to London, and 
after receiving the holy communion at [fington, 1 had 
once more an opportunity of fecing my mother, whom I 
had not feen fince my return from Germany. 

I cannot but mention an odd circumf{tance here. ¥ had 
read her a paper in Fune latt year, containing a fhort ac. 
count of what had pafled in my own foul, till within a few 
days of that time. She greatly approved it, and faid, 
« She heartily blefled GOD, who had brought me to fo 
juft a way of thinking.” While 1 was in Germany, a copy of 
that paper was fent (without my knowledge) to one of my 
relations. He fent an account of it to my mother; whom 
I now found under ftrange fears concerning me, being con- 
vinced by “ an account taken from one of my own papers, 
that I had greatly erred from the faith.” I could not con- 
ceive, what paper that fhould be; but on enquiry found it 
was the fame I had read her mylelf. How hard is it to 
form a true judgment of any perfon or thing, from the ac- 
scount of a prejudiced relater! Yea, though he be ever 
fo honeft a man: for he who gave this relation, was one 
of ungueftionable veracity. And yet by his fizcere account 
of a writing which lay before his eyes, was the truth fo 
totally difguifed, that my mother knew not the paper fhe 
had heard from end to end, nor I that I had myfelf 
wrote. 

At 6 I warned the women at Fetter-/ane (knowing how 
they had been lately thaken) mot to believe every fpirit, but to 
try the /pirits, whether they were of GOD. Our brethren 
met at 8, when it pleafed GOD to remove many mifun- 

deritandings 
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derftandings and offences that had crept in among them: 
and to reftore in good meafure the /pirit of love and of a 
ound mind. 

Thurfday 14. I went with Mr. Whitefield to Blackheath, 
where were, I believe, twelve or fourteen thoufand people. 
He a little furprifed me, by defiring me to preach in his 
ftead; which I did (though nature recoiled) on my fa- 
vourite fubject, Fefus Chrift, who of GOD is made unto us, 
wifdem, righteoufne/s, fancification, and redemption. 

I was greatly moved with compaffion for the rich that 
were there, to whom I made a particular application. Some 
of them feemed to attend, while others drove away their 
coaches from fo uncouth a preacher. 

Friday 15. 1 had much talk with one who is called a 
Quaker. But he could not reteive my faying. I was to 
firiét for him, and talked of /uch a perfeétion, as he could 
not think necefary: being perfuaded, there was no harm in 
coftly apparel, provided it was plain and grave: nor in 
putting fearlet or gold upon our Aou/es, fo it were not upon 
our clothes. 

In the evening I went to a fociety at Wapping, weary in 
body, and faint in fpirit. I intended to fpeak on Romans 
iii, 19. but could not tell how to open my mouth: and all 
the time we were finging, my mind was full of fome place, 
I knew not where, in the epiftle to the Hebrews. I beg- 
ged GOD to dire&t, and opened the book on Hed. x. 19. 
Having therefore, brethren, boldnefs to enter into the holief by 
the blood of Fefus, by a new and living way which he hath 
confecrated for us, through the veil, that is to fay, his fief: 
let us draw near with a true heart, in full gree of 
faith, having cur hearts fprinkled from an evil confcience, and 
our bodies wafbed with pure water. While I was earnetily 
inviting all finners to enter into the bolicf? by this new and 
living woy, many of thofe that heard, began to call up- 
on GOD, with ftrong cries and tears. Some funk down, 
and there remained no ftrength in them; others exceeding- 
ly trembled and quaked; fome were torn with a kind of 
convulfive motion in every part of their bodies, and that fo 
violently that often four or five perfons could not hold one 
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of them. I have feen many hyfterical and many epileptic 
fits; but none of them were like thefe, in many refpetts, 


I immediately prayed, that GOD would not fuffer thofe 
who were weak to be offended.” But one woman was 
greatly; being fure % they might help it if they would, no 
one fhould perfuade her to the contrary ;” and was got 
three or four yards, when fhe alfo dropt down in as violent 
an agony as the reft. ‘T'wenty-fix of thofe who had been 
much affected (moft of whom, during the prayers which 
were made for them, were in a moment filled with peace 
and joy) promifed to call upon me the next day. But only 
eighteen came; by talking clofely with whom I found rea. 
fon to believe, that fome of them had gone home to their 
houfe, juftified. ‘The reft feemed to be patiently waiting 
for it. 

Saturday 16. We met at Fettcr-/ane, to humble ourfelves 
before GOD, and own he had juftly withdrawn his Spirit 
from us, for our manifold unfaithfulnefs. We acknow- 
Jedged our having grieved him by our divifions, one faying, 
T am of Paul; another, I am of Apollos: by our leaning 
again to our own works, and trufting in them, inftead of 
Chrift: by our refting in thofe little beginnings of fandétif- 
cation, which it had pleafed him to work in our fouls: and 
above all, by blafpheming his work among us, imputing it 
cither to nature, to the force of imagination and animal 
{pirits, or even to the delufion of the devil. In that hour, 
we found GOD with us as at the firft. Some feli_pro- 
{trate upon the ground. Others burft out, as with one 
confent, into loud praife and thankfgiving. And many 
openly teftified, there had been no fuch day as this, fince 
January the 1{t preceding. 

Sunday 17. 1 preached at 7 in Upper Moorfields, to (I be- 
lieve) fix or feven thoufand people, on, Hs! every one that 
thifleth, come ye to the waters. In the afternoon, I faw 
poor R T- , who had left our fociety, and the 
church. We did not difpute, but pray; and in a fhort 
ipace the feales fell off from his eyes. He gladly returned 





to the church, aud was in the evening re-admitted into out 
fociety. 


At 
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At 5 I preached on Kennington-Common, to about fifteen 
thoufand people, on thofe words, Lok unto him, and be ye 
faved, all ye ends of the earth. 
~~ Monday y 18. I left London e arly in the morning, and the 
next evening reached Brifol, and preached (as r had ap- 
pointed, if GOD fhould permit) to a numerous congrega- 
tion. My text now alfo was, Look unto him, and be ye fev- 
ed, all ye ends of the earth. Howel Harris called upon me 
an hour or two after. He faid, “ he had been much dif- 
“ fuaded from either hearing or feeing me, by many who 
“ faid all manner of evil of me. But (faid he) as foon as 
“ ] heard you preach, I quickly found what fpirit you was 
“ of. And before you had done, I was fo ove powered 
‘© with joy and love, that I had much ado to walk home.” 

It is fcarce credible, what advantage Satan had gained, 
during my abfence of only eight days... Difputes had crept 
into our little fociety, fo that the love of many was alrea- 
dy waxed cold. I fhewed them the flate they were in the 
next day (both at Newgate and at Bapti/?-Mills ) from thofe 
words, Szmon, Simon, behold Satan hath defred to have Oty 
that he may fift you as wheat. And when we met in the 
evening, inftead of reviving the difpute, we all betook our- 
felves to prayer. Our Lord was with us. Our divifions 
were healed. Mifunderftandings vanifhed away. And all 
our hearts were fweetly drawn together, and united as at 
the firft. 

Friday 22. I called on one who did run well, till he was 
hindered by fome of thofe called, French prophets. Wo 


unto the prophets, faith the Lord, whe prophefy in niy name, 
and I have not feat them. At Weavers-Hall, 1 endeavoured 
to point them out, and earnettly exhorted all that followed 


after ar to avoid as fire, all who do not {peak acs 
cord ing tg the law and the teftir lO. 

In the afternoon I preached at the #7/2-Ponds, but had 
no life or fpirit in me; and was much in doubt, whether 
GOD would not lay me afide, and tend other labourers 
into his harveft. I came to the focie ty full of this thought; 

Beloved, be Hieve 
not every fpirit, but try the fpirits, whether th y be of GOD. 
I told 


and began in much weaknefs to explain, 
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I told them, “ they were not to judge of the fpirit where. 
by any one fpoke, either by appearances, or by common re. 
port, or by their own inward feelings. No, nor by any 
dreams, vifions, or revelations, fuppofed to be made to 
their fouls, any more than by their tears, or any involun. 
tary effets wrought upon their bodies.” I warned them, 
¢¢ all thefe were in themfelves of a doubtful, difputable na. 
ture: they might be from GOD; and they might not; and 
were therefore not fimply to be relied on (any more than 
{imply to be condemned) but to be tried by a farther rule, 
to be brought to the only certain teft, the law and the tefti. 
mony.” While I was fpeaking, one before me dropt down 
as dead, and prefently a fecond and a third. Five others 
funk down in half an hour, moft of whom were in violent 
agonics. - The pains as of hell came about them; the fuara 
of death avertook them. In their trouble we called upon the 
Lord, and he gave us an anfwer of peace. One indeed 
continued an hour in {trong pain; and one or two more 
for three days. But the reft were greatly comforted in that 
hour, and went away rejoicing and praifing GOD. 

Saturday 23. 1 {poke feverally with thofe who had been 
fo troubled the night before. Some of them, I found, 
were only convinced of fin; others had indeed found rei 
to their fouls. This evening another was feized with 
ftrong pangs. But in a fhort time her foul alfo was deli- 
vered. 

Sunday 24. As I was riding to Rof-Green, in a {mooth, 
plain part of the road, my horfe fuddenly pitched wpon his 
head, and rolled over and over. I received no other hort 
than‘a little bruife on one fide, which fer the prefent I felt 
not, ‘but preached without pain to fix or feven thoufand 
peopte on that important direction, W”herher ye eat or drink, 
or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of GOD. In the ever- 
ing a girl of thirteen or fourteen, and four or five other 
perfons, fome of whom had felt the power of GOD be- 
fore, were deeply convinced of fin, and with fighs and 
groans which could not be uttered, called upon GOD for 
deliverance. 


Monday 
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Maenday 25. About 10 in the morning, J—« C——r, 
as fhe was fitting at work, was fuddenly ferzed with griev- 
ous terrors of mind, attended with flrong trembling. ‘Thus 
ihe continued all the afternoon ; but at the fociety in the 
evening GOD turned her heavine ls into } y. Five or ha 
othets were alfo cut to the heart this day; and toon after 
found him ede hands make whele; as did one likewile, 
who had been mourning many months, without any to 
comfort her. 

Tucfday 26. 1 preached near the houfe we had a few 
days before began to build for a fthool, in the middie of 
Kingswood, uncer a little fycamore-tree, during a violent 


ftorm of rain, on thofe words, 4 ~ rain cometh down 


; ‘ ; ‘ 
* #F ‘hs « ; ee 


ji om he wv Ny &Ma Te furneih nol i ui yi } Lh earth, 
; ; ; ~ , ’ 
and maketh it bring J ri and 
’ ’ . . 
ihag gocto out of my moul 
oa ; ’ ’ 
But it fe Hl a ompl:/b {hat ¢ 


4 ’ ’ , 
wm the tring wrerel I fend it. 


Three perfons terribly felt the wreth of GOD a) ling 


on them, at the focicty this evening. But upon prayer 
made in their behalf, he was pleafed fo o hit up the 
light of his countenance uy 

preached in ; 
before. The ; 


Friday 2). I 


never had been 


now ulually preached were theie 4 once 


ove Conmnam, a village on the fouth fid 
Sunday morning, neat Hannam- Aj 

«ive, DG fale i. aT 

ft the ic 101 LOUIE, in ti midai 


a a ) 
pin the evening at é-Goreen ; 


near the Iiyjb-P nds, on the north fide of th 
Satur ty 30. At Weave i- Hall, leven oF c) 


; : 
were conilrained to roar aloud, while the {word ol 
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with whom I had any opportunity of correfponding. Part 
of the anfwer, which I received (fome time after) from one 
of thefe I cannot but here fubjoin. 


DESIRE to blefs my Lord, for the good and great 

news your letter bears, about the Lord’s turning many 
fouls from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan un. 
to GOD; and that fuch a great and effeétual door is opened 
among you, as the many adverfaries cannot fhut. O may 
he that hath the keys of the heufe of David, that openeth and 
no man foutteth, and foutteth and no man opencth, fet the 
door of faith more and more open among you, till his 
houfe be filled, and till he ga her together the outcafts of 
Hfrael. And may that prayer for the adv — be heard, 
fill their Faces with foame, that they may feek thy name, 0 

P 


As to the outward manner you {peak of, wherein moft 
of them were affected who were cut to the heart by the 
word of the Spirit, no wonder thar this was at firft furprif- 
ing to you, fince they are indeed fo very rare, that have 
ta thus pricked and wounded. Yet fome of the in- 
{lances you give, feem to be exemplified in the outward 
manner wherein Pau/ and the jailer were at firft affected: 
as alfo Peter’s hearers, Acs ii. ‘The laft inftance you gave, 
of fome ftruggling as in the agonies of death, and in fuch 
a manner as that four or five itrong men can hardly re- 
ftr: lin a weak woman from hurting herfelf or others: this 
me fomewhat more inexplicable : if it do not refemble 
child fpoken of, J \Wlark fy. 26. and Luke ix. 42. Of 

it is faid, dhe a bile"? ewas yet a coming, the devil 

ows? and taste’ Bim. Or what influence fudden 

al eningsg ay h ave upon the body I pretend 

» Bur Fence no que eltion, § Satan, fo far as 

sert himfelt on fuch occafions, partly 

perfons who are thus touch- 

ion, and partly to «hl 

i if it tended to lead people 

he merciful iffue of thefe con- 
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flicts in the converfion of the perfons thus affected, is the 
main thing.: 

When they are brought by the faving arm of GOD to 
receive Chrift Jefus, to have joy and peace in believing, and 
then to walk in him, and give evidence that the work is a 
faving work at length, whether more quickly or gradually 
accomplifhed, there is great matter of praife. 

All the outward appearances of people’s being affected 
among us, may be reduced to thefe two forts; one is, hear- 
ing with a clofe, filent attention, with gravity and greedi- 
nefs, difcovered by fixt looks, weeping eyes, and forrowful 
or joyful countenances: another fort is, when they lift up 
their voice aloud, fome more depreffedly, and others more 
highly; and at times, the whole multitude in a flood of 
tears, all as it were crying out at once, till their voice be 
ready to drown the minifter’s, that he can fearce be heard 
for the weeping noife that furrounds him.—-The influence 
on fome of thefe, like a land-flood, dries up; we hear of 
no change wrought. But in others, it appears in the fruits 
of righteoufnefs, and the tract of a holy converfation.— 

May the Lord ftrengthen you to go on in his work! 
and in praying for the coming of his kingdom with you 
and us, and I hope you {hall not be forgotten among us, in 
our joint applications to the throne of grace. 

Lam, reverend, and dear Sir, 
Your very affcBionate Brother and Servant in Chrift, 
R. £. 


(Continued at page 538.) 
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[Continued from page 453.] 


6 T would have remained a fecret in this kingdom, 


even to his moft intimate friends, that he was of fo 
great a family, had not Mr. IJre/and gone over with him to 
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Switzerland: where he was furprifed to find Mr. Fletchers 
relations fome of the firft people in the country. 

“< Bleffed are they that mourn, faid the Lord Jefus. And 
this bleflednefs was as certainly his as the former. He was 
aman of a ferious fpirit, one that flood at the utmoft dit 
tance from levity of every kind. Though he was conftantly 
cheerful, as rejoiciug in hope of his heavenly inheritance, 
yet had he too deep a fenfe of his own wants, and the 
wants of the church of GOD, as alfo of the fins and mi. 
feries of mankind, to be at any time light or trifling. | 
have a letter before me (dated Dec. 1771) which at once 
gives us a pilure of his ferioufnefs, watchfulnefs, and 
earneftnefs; and contains advices well deferving the confi- 
deration of all that fear GOD. “© There is undoubt- 
edly,” frid he, « fuch a thing as the full afferance of faith, 
Be not difcouraged on account of thoufands who ftop fhort 
of it: it is our own fault, if we do not attain —GOD 
would give us ample fatisfation if we did but deeply feel 
our wants. Both you and I want a deeper awakening, 
which will produce a death to outward things and fpecula- 
tive knowledge. Let us fhut our eyes to the gilded clouds 
without us: let us draw inward, and fearch after GOD, 
if haply we may find him. Let us hold our confidence, 
though we are often conftrained againft hope to believe 
in hope. But let us not reft in our confidence, as thou- 
fands do: let it help us to flruggle and wait, till he come. 
Let us habituate ourfelves to live inwardly. This will fo- 
lemnize us, and prevent our trifling with the things of 
GOD. We may be thankful for what we have without 
refting in it. We may ittrive, and yet not truft in our 
ftriving, but expect all from divine grace.” 

«© Four or five years after, he fays, * I fend this to en- 
quire after your weltane, and to let you know, that though 
I am pretty well in body, yet I break faft. But I want to 
break fafter in my {pirit t thanI do. Yet, blefled be GOD, 
I have been in fuch pinching, grinding circumftances for 
near a year, by a feries of providential and domettic trials, 
as have given me fome deadly blows. Iam not without 
Ke fley 


é ey 


kindly 


hope of fetting my eves on you once more. Mr. 
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kindly invites me to travel with him, and vifit fotne of the 
focieties. I feel an inclination to break one of my chains, 
parochial retirement, which may be a neft for felf-indul- 
gence. I leave the matter entirely to the Lord.” 

«“ Mean time he mourned, not only for himfelf and his 
friends, but alfo for the church of GOD. “ The few 
profeffors,” fays he, ** which I fee in thefe parts, are fo 
far from what I wifh them to be, that I cannot but cry out, 
Lord, how long wilt thou give thy heritage up to defola- 
tion? How long fhall the heathen fay, Where is now their 
(indwelling) GOD?” In another letter (dated May 8, 
1776) he writes, “ I fee fo little fruit in thefe parts, that I 
am almoft difheartened. I am clofely followed with the 
thought, that faith in the difpenfation of the Spirit is at a 
very low ebb. But it may be better in other places. I 
fhall be glad to travel a little, to fee the goodnefs of the 
land. May GOD make and keep us humble, loving, dif- 
interefted, and zealous.” 

“‘ Thefe quotations give us not only an example of Zely 
mourning, but likewife of hungering and thirfling « ifter rightes 
oufne/s. In this he was peculiarly worthy our imitation. 
He never refted in any thing he had either experienced or 
‘done in fpiritual matters. But this one thing he did: fors 
getting thofe things that were behind, and reaching forth unto 
thofe things which were before, he preffed toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of GOD in Chrift Fefus: he 
was a true chriftian racer, always on the ftretch for higher 
and better things. Though his attainments, both in expe- 
rience and ufefulnefs, were above the common ftandard, yet 
the language of his converfation and behaviour always was, 
Not as though I had already attained, either were already per- 
jected ; but I follow after, if by any means I may apprehend 
That, for which I am apprehended of Chrift Fefus. He had 
his eye upon a full conformity to the Son of GOD, or 
what the apoftle terms, Zhe mea/ure of the flature of the 
fulnef: of Chrift. Nor could he be fatisfied with any thing 
Jefs. 

« And he was meek, like his Matter, as well as /ow/y in 
heart. Not that he was fo by nature, but of a fiery, pailie 
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onate fpirit. But fo thoroughly had grace fubdued nature, 
fo fully was he renewed in the fpirit of his mind, that for 
many years before his death, I believe he was never obferv- 
ed by any one, friend or foe, to be out of temper. And 
yet he did not want provocation, and that fometimes in a 
high degree, efpecially from thofe whofe religious fenti- 
ments he thought it his duty to oppofe. One of thefe, who 
once loved him fo well, as to be ready to pull out his eyes 
for him, was fo exafperated on reading his fecond Check, 
that he wrote to him in the moft bitter terms. © But none 
of thefe things moved him; no, not in the teaft degree. 
The keeneft word he ufed upon the occafion was, What 
"a world, what a religious world we live in!” 

« Hence arofe his readinefs to bear with the weaknefles, 
and forgive the faults of others: the more remarkable, 
confidering his flaming zeal againft fin, and deep concern 
for the glory of GOD. Such hatred to fin, and fuch love’ 
to the finner I never faw joined together before. This ve- 
ry circumftance convinced me of the height of his grace, 
bearing fo much of his Mafter’s image, whofe hatred to 
fin and love to finners are equally infinite. He took all 
poflible pains to detect what was evil, in any of thofe that 
were under his care; purtuing it through all its turnings 
and windings, and {tripping it of all its difguifes. Yet 
none fo ready to excufe, when it was confeft, and to con- 
ceal it, even from his moft intimate friends. 

« He never mentioned the faults of an abfent perfon, 
unlefs abfolute duty required it. And then he fpoke with 
the utmoft tendernefs, extenuating, rather than aggravat- 
ing. None could draw his picture more exactly than St. 
Paul has done, in the thirteenth of the firft epiftle to the 
Corinthians. Every feature in that mafterly piece of apo- 
ftolic painting was found in him. Let all that knew him, 
efpecially his intimate friends, recolle&t the {pirit and beha- 
viour of this fervant of the GOD of Love; and then let 
them judge whether I exaggerate when I fay, He /uffered 
long and was kind: he envied not: aéted not rafbly ; was not 
puffed up; did not behave himfelf unfeemly; fought not his own, 
was uot eaftly provoked. He thought no evil, rejoiced not in 

iniquity, 
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iniquity, but rejoiced in the truth. He covered all things, be- 
lieved all things, hoped all things, and endured all things. Vt 
would be eafy to enlarge on all thefe particulars, and fhew 
how they were exemplified in him. But waving this, I 
would only obferve, that with regard to two of them, kind- 
nefs to others, and mot feeking bis own, he had few equals. 
His kindne/s to others was fuch, that he beftowed his all 
upon them: his time, his talents, his fubftance. His 
knowledge, his eloquence, his health, his money, were 
~ employed day by day for the good of mankind. He pray- 
ed, he wrote, he preached, he vifited the fick and well, he 
converfed, he gave, he laboured, he fuffered, winter and 
fummer, night and day: he endangered, nay, deftroyed 
his health, and in the end gave his life alfo for the profit of 
his neighbours, that they might be faved from everlafting 
death. He denied himfelf even fuch food as was neceflary 
for him, that he might have to give to them that had none. 
And when he was conftrained to change his manner of liv- 
ing, ftill his diet was plain and fimple. And fo were his 
clothing and furniture, that he might fave all that was 
poflible for his poor neighbours. 

“ He fought not bis own in any fenfe, not his own ho~ 
nour, but the honour of GOD in all he faid or did: he 
fought not his own intereft, but the intereit of his Lord, 
{preading knowledge, holinefs, and happinefs as far as he 
poflibly could. He fought not his own pleafure, but ftudi- 
ed to pleafe all men for their good to edification : and to pleafe 
Him that had called him to his kingdom and glory. And 
yet it is certain, he found the greateft pleafure, in pleafing 
GOD and his neighbour. For nothing could give an high- 
er delight than this, to his pious and benevolent mind. 

«* In the mean time he was a man of peace, and fpared 
no pains to reltore it where it was broken. He gave num- 
berlefs proofs of this amiable difpofition. “ When we 
were at Trevecka (to mention but one inftance) two of the 
ftudents were bitterly prejudiced againft each other. He 
took them into a room by themfelves, reafoned with them, 
wept over them, and at laft prevailed. Their hearts were 
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broken; they were melted down: they fell upon each 
other’s necks and wept aloud.” 

«“ The pains which he took to make peace at the Leedr 
conference, will not eafily be forgotten. And although he 
could not prevail fo far as might have been defired, yet his 
labour was not in vain. 

«¢ But I do not attempt his full character. I will only 
add, what the apoftle recommends to the Philippians, was 
exactly copied by him. He was dblamele/s and harmleft, a 
fon of GOD, without rebuke, in the midf of a crocked and 
perverfe generation’ fining among them as a light in the 
world.” 


17. I think one talent wherewith GOD had endued 
Mr. Fletcher, has nat been fufficiently noted yet. 1 mean 
his courte/y; in which there was not the leaft touch cither 
of art or affectation. It was pure and genuine, and fweet- 
ly conftrained him to behave to every one (although par 
ticularly to inferiors) in a mannor not to be defcribed: with 
fo inexpreffible a mixtyre of humility, love, and refpedt. 
This direéted his words, the tone of his voice, his looks, 
his whole attitude, his every motion. This feems to be in- 
tended by St. Pau/, in thofe words, Ovx arynuere. Not fo 
well expreffed in our tranflation by, debaveth not itfelf un- 
feemly. Do not the words literally mean, Js not ill-bred? 
Behaves on all occafions with decency and good-breeding ? 
Certainly fo did Mr. Fletcher. Never did any man more 
perfectly fuit his whole behaviour to the perfons and the 
occafion. So that one might apply to him with great pro- 
priety the words of the ancient poet, 


Illum quicquid agit, quoquo veftigia tendit 
Componit furtim fubfequiturq; Decor. 


T cannot tranflate this: but I can give the Englith reader a 
parallel, and more than a parailel. 


Grace was in all his fteps, heaven in his eye, 
In all bis geftures fanctity and love.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
His Death. 


« OME time before he was taken ill (fays Mrs. 

Fletcher ) he mentioned to me a peculiar manifetta- 
tion of love, which he received in his own houfe, with 
the application of thofe words, Thou fhalt walk ewith me in 
white. He added, It is not a little thing, fo to hang upon 
GOD by faith, as to feel no departure from him, and no 
rifing in the heart againit him. But this does not fatisfy 
me. I often feel fomething far beyond this. Yea, I fome- 
times find fuch gleams of light and love, fuch wafts, as it 
were of the heavenly air! fo powerful as if they would juft 
then take my foul with them to glory. But J am not filled. 
I want to be filled with all the fulnefs of GOD. In con- 
formity to thefe fentiments, when he was in his laft illnefs, 
he expreffed himfelf thus, “ J am filled, moft fweetly fill- 
ed.” ‘This conveyed much to my mind, as I underftood by 
it the accomplifhment of his large defires. 

«© Some time before the beginning of his laft ficknefs, 
he was peculiarly penetrated with the nearnefs of eternity. 
‘There was fearce an hour in which he was not calling upon 
us, to drop every thought and every care, that we might 
attend to nothing, but the drinking deeper into GOD. We 
{pent much time in wreftling with GOD, and were led in 
a peculiar manner, to abandon our whole felves, our fouls 
and bodies into the hands of GOD; ready to do, and wil- 
ling to fuffer whatever was well-pleafing to him. 

“ And now the time drew near, when his faith was to 
be called to its laft grand exercife: that, eycing his Lord, 
he might 


True in the ficry trial prove, 


And pay him back his dying love. 


A little before, being on his knees in prayer for light whe- 
ther he * fhould goto London or not? ‘The anfwer to him 


feemed 
I verily believe, if he had then gone to London, he would 
have been alive at this day. But I blame no one for thinking 
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feemed to be, “ Not to London, but to thy grave.” When 
he acquainted me with this, he faid, with a heavenly {mile, 
«« Satan would reprefent it to me as fomething dreadful, 

enforcing thofe words, The cold grave! the cold graye” 
On the Sunday following (I think it was the next day) tha 

anthem was fung in the church, The Lord is my fepherd. 

therefore can I lack nothing. He fball feed me in green pof. 

tures, and lead me forth befide the waters of comfort. Hy 

feall convert my foul, and bring me forth in the paths of righ. 

teoufne/s for his name's fake. Yea, though I walk through te 

valley of the fhadow of death, I fall fear no evi : for thoy 

art with me: thy rod and thy flaff foall comfort me. Thy 

fealt prepare a table before me, againft them that trouble m. 

Thou bafi anointed my head with oil, and my cup foall h 
full 

«¢ In his return home, he obferved in how uncommon 2 
degree thofe words had been bleft to his foul. And from 
that very time, I do not remember to have feen in him the 
jeaft marks of temptation. He fhewed an unufual cheer. 
fulnefs and liveline{s in every part of his work; and feem- 
ed to increafe in ftrength of body, as well as in ftrength of 
foul. ‘Truly it was to him according to his faith. He 
feared no evil. And his cup was filled with righteoufnels 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

« On Thurfday, Auguft 4, he was employed in the 
work of GOD from 3 in the afternoon till g at night. 
When he came home, he faid, “ I have taken cold ;” but 
feemed not to regard it. “He was far from well on Friday 
and Saturday; but was uncommonly drawn out in prayer. 
_ On Saturday night he was abundantly worfe, and his fever 
appeared very ftrong. I begged that he would by no means 
think of going to church in the morning. But he told me, 
it was the will of the Lord: in which cafe I never dared to 
perfuade. In reading prayers he was very near fainting 
away. I got through the crowd, and intreated him to come 
out of the defk. ‘But he let me and others know, in his 
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which he appeared to be a little refrefhed, he went on: 
and then preached with a ftrength and recollection that 
furprifed us all. 

« After fermon he walked up to the communion-table, 
uttering thefe words, ** I am going to throw myfelf under 
the wings of the cherubim, before the mercy-feat.” ‘The 
fervice lafted till near two. Sometimes he was conftrained 
to ftop; being hardly able to ftand upon his feet. The 
people were deeply affected, which they were not able to 
conceal: groans and weeping were on every fide. Graci- 
ous Lord! how was it my foul was kept fo calm, in the. 
midft of the moft tender feelings. Notwithitanding his 
extreme weaknefs, he gave out feveral verfes of hymns, 
and lively fentences of exhortation. As foon as ever the 
fervice was over, we hurried him to bed. When he lay 
down, nature being quite exhaufted, he immediately faint- 
ed away. He afterwards dropt into a fleep for fome time, 
and on waking, cried out with a pleafant fmile, * Now, 
my dear, thou feeft 1am no worfe for doing the Lord’s 
work. He never fails me when I truft in him.” Having 
eat a little dinner, he dozed moft of the evening: now 
and then waking, with the praifes of GOD in his mouth. 
At night his fever returned: but it was not violent; and 
yet hig ftrength decreafed amazingly. On Monday and 
Tuefday we had a little paradife together. He lay on 2 
couch in the ftudy: and though often changing potture, 
was {weetly pleafant, and frequently flept a good while to- 
gether. When he was awake, he delighted in hearing me 
read hymns, and treatifes on faith and love. His words 
were all animating, and his patience beyond expreflion. 
When he had a very naufeous medicine to take, he feemed 
to enjoy the crofs: according to a word, which he was 
ufed often to repeat, * We are to feek a perfect conformi- 
ty to the will of GOD; and leave him to give us pleafure 
Or pain, as it feemeth him good.” 

“ T afked him, whether he had any advice to leave me, 
if he fhould be taken from me? He replied, « I have no- 
thing particular to fay: the Lord will open all before thee.” 
I faid, Have you any conviction, that GOD is about to 
take 
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take you? He faid, « No: not in particular. Only I af. 
ways fee death fo inexpreflibly near, that we both feem to 
ftand on the verge of eternity.” While he flept a little, | 
befought the Lord, if it was his good pleafure, to fpare 
him to me a little longer. But my prayer feemed to haye 
no wings: and I could not help mingling continually there. 
with, Lord, give me perfect refignation! This uncertain. 
ty made me tremble, left GOD was going to put into my 
hands the bitter cup with which he lately: threatened my 
hufband. Some weeks before, I myfelf was ill of a fever, 

‘and not without danger. My hufband then felt the whole 
partiffg fcene, and ftruggled for perfect refignation. He 
faid, “ O Polly, fhall I ever fee the day, when thou 
mutt be carried out to bury! How will the little things 
which thy tender care has prepared for me in every part of 
the houfe, wound and diftrefs me? How is it? I think 
I feel jealoufy! Iam jealous of the worms! I feem to 
fhrink at the thought of giving my dear Polly to the 
worms.” 

«s Now all thefe reflections returned upon my heart with 
the weight of a millftone. I cried to the Lord, and thefe 
words were deeply impreffed on my fpirit, Where I am, 
there fhall my fervants be, that they may behold my glory. 
This promife was full of comfort to my foul. I favg that 
in Chrift’s immediate prefence was dur home, and that we 
fhould have our re-union, in being deeply centered in him. 
I received it as a frefh marriage for eternity: as fuch I 
truft for ever to hold it. All that day, whenever I thought 
of the expreflion, to behold my glory, it feemed to wipe 
away every tear, and was as the ring whereby we were 
joined anew. 
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An ACCOUNT 


Of the moft remarkable Occurrences of the Life of 


JOSEPH EVERETT, 
In a Letter to Bifbop Afbury. 


(Written by himfelf.) 


HAVE been often exercifed with a defire to exhibit 
| to the world, the dealings of the Spirit of GOD with 
my foul, but have as often been tempted to think it pro- 
ceeded from pride, till of late I have felt the impreflion 
ftronger than ever, by converfing with you on the fubjeét $ 
and am determined to fend it into thé world, with this 
view, that it may be of ufe to fome. According to the 
wiidom given to St. Pau/, the Lord choofes the foolith 
things of the world, to confound the things that are wife; 
and weak things of the world, to confound the things that 
are mighty.—-If this is the cafe of the following narration, 
may that divine Spirit who hath done the work, receive the 
pratke, and I fhail be amply rewarded. 

i was born in Queen Ann’s county in the ftate of Afary- 
land, on the 17th day of Fune, 1732. My parents were 
neither rich nor poor, but laboured and taught me to la 
bour for my living. As to religion, if I may ufe the term, 
we had none, but called ourfelves of the Church of Eng- 
land; the name we had, but alas! that was al!; for, with 
fhame may I {peak it, we had not even the form: indeed 
we went to church, fo called, and what did we hear when 
we went, think you? Why, a parcel of dead morality, and 
that delivered by a blind, avaricious minifter, fent by the 
devil to deceive the people. I have, fince the Lord opened 
my eyes, ftood amazed to fee finners not only contented to 
go thoughtlefsly to ruin, but giving blind guides (for fuch, I 
fear, fome are) moft extravagant fums to go before them to 
hell. O GOD, put a ftop to the falfe prophets making mer- 
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merchandife. of the people’s fouls!’ As well as I remember, 
from the day I was born until I left my father’s houfe, which 
was more than twenty years, I never faw the worthip of 
GOD performed in his family; but almoft every kind of inj. 
quity was practifed; which fhows the truth of GOD’s word, 
that we are conceived in iniquity, and in fin are we brought forth, 
I foon found myfelf to love fin. My nature was a fit foil for 
the devil’s feed to take root and grow in. I early learned 
to fwear, and to vent my angry paflions; to do mifchief, 
and to tell lies to hide it, that I might not get correétion 
for my faults. I can remember my being often very 
uneafy without knowing what was the caufe. I was afraid 
of death, and often dittrefled in my fleep, and frequently 
enquiring about GOD and eternal things; and fometimes 
felt fuch a weight of guilt as would caufe me to make re. 
folutions to do better for the future. But my refolutiong 
were like ropes of fand. ‘Thus J went on till I arrived to 
manhood, and from the day I was born until I was twenty 
years old, I never heard one gofpel-fermon. My father 
fent me to fchool two years when I was young, where I 
learned to read; which, by the goodnefs of GOD, thro’ 
the care of an indulgent mother, I never loft. She would 
make me read my book, which then I counted a hard. 
fhip. 

In this ftate of wickednefs I lived till I got married. 
The companion I chofe was as willing to go to ruin as | 
was. I believe it would have puzzled a philofopher to de- 

termine who loved fin moft. 

Thus I went on in the road to death for feveral years, 
from bad to worfe; until a people came into ,the parts 
where I lived, called Newe-lights or Whitefieldites. They, 
by their preaching, caufed.a great noife in our neighbour- 
hood; fome faid one thing about them, and fome another. 
However, I went to hear them. I mutt confefs that the 
Lord, all my life while I iived im fin and wickednefs, would 
at ene time other make my life bitter by reafon of my fins 
particularly when I faw danger near. It appears to me 
that I had lefs pleafure in fin than any other perfon, and 
in thofe times, did believe that I thould go to hell, if I did 

not 
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not cuit them. But alas! my fins I hated to part with, and 
I adore that mercy that ftopt the hand of juftice, or I 
might now be lifting up my eyes in hell, calling for water 
to cool my tongue in vain. In going to hear thefe Netv- 
lights preach, I was made to fee myfelf in the way to hell 
plainer than ever; and as I conftantly attended the preach- 
ing of the word, my fins would appear more clear to me. 
I thought, before I heard them, that the whole of chrifti- 
anity confifted in breaking off from all our wicked prac- 
tices; and the performance of fuch as common honefly 
or juftice between man and man: but in hearing them, I 
was convinced that religion was fomething elfe; that I muft 
be born again, or never fee the kingdom of GOD. And 
they proved it by the authority of the bible, which 
left a conviction of its truth on my heart, that I never loft: 
they proved that religion was the work of an Almighty 
Power; that it was a new creation in the foul; they fhow- 
ed the neceflity of a divine power to awaken the finner to 
feel his wretchednefs and fpiritual death, and fhowed him | 


his helplefs condition; and that repentance is wrought in 
the foul by the Divine Spirit; with the nature and neceffi- 
ty of a gofpel-faith, as the inftrumental caufe of our fal- 
vation ; that by it a finner is juftified; that without it we 
cannot pleafe GOD; that whofoever had it, knew their 
fins forgiven; and that whofoever died without it, mutt 


‘) 
eternally perifh. 


This kind of preaching broke up all my former views of 
religion, and left fuch a keen conviction on my foul, as 
gave me new fenfations which rendered me miferable from 
day to day. I began to fall out with my fins, and to break 
off from them, and to ftruggle with my ftubborn heart, 
which I found too ftrong for me; which made me cry out 
with one of old, wretched man that Jam! who fhall deliver 
me from the body of this death? Now I began to read the 
{criptures and other books of piety, and to pray in fecret 
places; likewife to pray to GOD in my family, and to 
watch over all my ways; to obferve the fabbath-day, and 
to do juftly to my neighbours, and conftantly to attend the 
preaching of the gofpel’: for heaven and hell were all I 


thought 
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thought on; and the more I meditated on them, the more 
I could fee their propriety; and the more I prayed, the 
more I faw caufe to pray. Thus I went on in a legal way, 
expe€ting that GOD would fave me for doing thefe duties, 
But alas! how was I difappointed! for in the performance 
of thefe things, the Lord anf:vered my prayers by impart. 
ing more and more light to my foul, which made me feg 
and feel my wretchednefs to fuch a degree, that I faw 
I was one of the moit miferable creatures out of hell, 
Now I began to envy the brute beafts, becaufe they had no 
Sls; or with Job, to curte the day wherein I was born; 
yct 1 would pray for more diftrefs, and grieve becaufe | 
could not mourn. Sometimes I would feel lefs dittrefs 
than at other times; then the enemy of my foul would tell 
me all was gone; at other times he would infinuate that 
my diftrefs was only imaginary, and that there was no 
reality in it. Sometimes he would infift that my day of 
grace was entirely gone ; at other times he would reprefent 
to me, that I was one for whom Chr.ft never died, and 
that I was reprobated from eternity to fuffer the vengeance 
of everlatting fire. So that at times my life was a burden 
to me, and I could fay that I was carnal, fold under fin; 
TI could feel that the carnal mind is enmity againft GOD, 
and that it is not fubjeét to the law of GOD, neither in- 
deed can be; that they that are under the influence of the 
fleih, are enemies to GOD. I felt that, by the inftre 
mentality of GOD’s law, which is juft and good, my foul 
was roufed from its carnal fecurity, and that it immediately 
refitted or fought againft no lefs a being than the eternal 
JEHOVAH himielf. Oh! the damnable nature of fin! 
1 now faw clearly that I muft be born again, or fink to per- 
dition. I felt that GOD would be juft, if he fent me to 
hell; and that if he did, he would be glorified in my 
damnation. 

Thus I went on for near two years, a ftranger to peace, 
with my head bowed down like a bulruth; but my burden 
was not at all times alike heavy. Thofe minifters that ! 
went to hear, preached that the gofpel was abfolute, and 
that there was no condition in the falvation of finners; that 

Teius 
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Jefus Chrift died for a certain number, and that they all 
fhould be faved and not one lolt; and that all the rett of 
mankind thouli be damned and go to hell, and that when 
one of the cleét was converted, he mutt perievere and go 
to heaven: which doctrine I really believed, and drank 
into the fpirit of it, as far as my capacity woul! admut of, 
So that I compare the penitent foul to melted mettle, that 
will take the unprethon of whatever mould it w= cait int 
bo did my foul take the Calwiniitic or Antinomian moulkd ¢ 
the cilects of which, if had not been prevented by di- 
vine grace, would have becn my.inevitable rum for ever. 
] often compare that fyitem of principles to a trap. And 
a trap it is, I believe, by which the devil, the grand fowler, 
catches milhons of millions of unwary fouls. If this is the 
work of GOD upon you, tays the t mpter, he that hath 
begun it will carry it on to eternal ite. The Lord knows 
what I fuffered by it. However, the Scarcher of Hearts 
knew my defires, that I wanted to fave my foul and to de 
his will, He enabled me to go forward, and bore with my 
weaknefs and ignorance. He faw me afer off, as he did the 
prodigal, ftriving to return to my heavenly Father's howk 
He law me oppolng ilrony temptations by his 
took the will tor the deed. i riccutions | was ie) ilrateesy 
to, both abroad and at home; for | found ory dear Mafler’s 


prac Cc, and 


word fulfilled, that @ man's foes foall be they of Ls n hewufen 
held. 

By this time my external der rtmecnt v new. | would 
reprove finners publicly, and faw that they hated him the 
reproveth in the gate. I faw the word of GOD fuliilled ia 
various cafes; but as to the knowledge of tin forgiven, J 
was ftill a ftranger to it. 1 fill worthipped an unknown 
GOD, 1 was a ttranger to inward picty. In thort, I had 
ns religion. i had tak: n great pasts t ray oder ‘ ind 
could talk of the doctrines of grace, iof the goipel. § 
was much thought ol, and was tard to be o erTr¢cat ci 
and they let me know wt. SS spp hing | i to be proper 


; dges, I th yg fit I Ws in 2 VETY lopeciul i¥ { now ice, 


knowledge whhout humility ferveth only to pull up the 


fou! with pride 
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By this time I was joined in communion and fellow ‘fhip 
with the Pre {byterian or New-light church. However my 
confcience was tender, and would not permit me to fin 
without conviction, no more than fire could be on m 
flefh and not burn me. I praife that GOD, who has pro- 
mifed that he will not break the bruifed reed, nor quench 
the fmoking flax, until he brings forth judgment to viétory, 
He {till followed me by his grace. 

One Sabbath-day as I was fetting in my houfe, none of 
te family being at home, meditating on the things of 
GOD, | took up the bible, and it providentially opened at 
the eleventh chapter of St. Luke's gofpel; and cafting my 
eyes on the fifth verfe, read to the fourteenth. And that 
moment I faw there was fomething to be experienced in re- 
ligion that I was a ftranger to. I laid down the bible, and 
went directly up into a private chamber to feek the bleffing. 
And everlafting praifes be to him who has faid, /eek and ye 

foall find. 1 was on my knees but a.very few moments be- 
fore he fhed abroad his love in fuch a manner in my heart, 
‘that I knew Jefus Chrift was the Saviour of the world 
and the everlafting Son of the Father, and my Saviour; 
and that I had redemption in his blood, even the forgive- 
nefs of my fins. I felt thefe words by the power of his 
Spirit run through my foul, fo that the tongue of a Gabriel 
could not have expreifed what I felt: I have loved thee with 
an everlafling love, therefore with loving kindnefs have I drawn 
thee. 1 felt fuch raptures, and faw with the eyes of my 
foul fuch beauties in the Lord Jefus Chrift, as +. ge fuch 
a heaven of love in my breaft, that [I could with the poes 
Ging the following lines; 


I rode on the fky, 
Freely penny’ dl! 
Nor envied £iijah his feat : 
My foul mounted higher 
In a chariot of fire, 
And the moon it wasainder my feet. 
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So that being juftified by faith, I had peace with GOD, 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift. I rejoiced in the hope of 


the glory of GOD. 


[Continued at page 555-] 
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EADING in the Arminian Magazine, an account 
of a gentleman who ufed to walk in his fleep, it 
brought to my remembrance the following facts; which I 
thought might be of fervice to fuch as are troubled with 
that diforder, by. which fome have run the rith of theie 
lives. 
The eldeft fon of one of my uncles, who ufed to walk 
in his fleep,. was cured by a tub full of water being fet in 
the nurfery when he went to bed. My uncle was told that 
it was likely he might walk into it; and that if it waked 
him, he would never do it again. ‘The tub of water was 
accordingly fet in the room, and he getting up as ufual, 
walked into it, and by fo doing waked himfelf; but never 
attempted to rife in,his fleep after. 

When I was a child I walked in my fleep, and my mo- 
ther was advifed to awake me fuddenly, and endeavour to 
frighten me. But others told her this was dangerous; for 
fome children had been thrown into fits by that means, 
and fome irrecoverably loft their fenfes. She therefore tri- 
ed the tub of water, which fo effectually fucceeded, that . 
from the firft night it was fet, I never walked again in my 
fleep. 

How long the water was continued in my room I do 
not know; being only about feven years old. From the 
account the fervants gave, my mother did not believe I was 
aflgep. She therefore ordered them to call her fome night 
as foon as I began to move; but, when fhe came, the faid 
the fight was fo affecting, fhe never defired to fee it more? 
for my eyes were open; but looked like thofe of a corpfe! 

and 
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and my face was fo deadly pale, and covered with a cold 
fweat, with fomething fo inexpreflibly diftreffing in my 
countenance, that I appeared like one rifing from the 
tomb. She faid, fhe fpoke to me, and I anfwered as rati, 
onally as if I had been awake: and that I diftinguithed 
when fhe afked a queftion ; but in the morning, the {aid, I 
knew nothing of what had happened. 

Whether it would anfwer upon perfons who have had a 
Jong habit of walking in their fleep, I know not; but Iam 
fure (however it be accounted for) it cured us two. 


D. D. 
Leeds, O&. 31, 785. 


annem 


An Account of the Behaviour of three Malefuitors, who were 
executed at Reading, in Berkthire, on the 25th of March 
1786. 


BOUT nine o’clock in the morning, Mr. C. Mr. 7. 
and Mr. L. wifited John Steptoe, Richard Hemmings, 
and William Crips, who were to be executed that day. 

Mr. L. had vifitéd Steptoe twice before; who as foon 
as he faw him, came up and fhook him by the hand, with 
a very cheerful countenance. He had very lately known 
the pardoning love of GOD, and was quite refigned, and 
happy in the Lord. He had been in the prifon*fome 
months before his condemnation; during which period he 
read the bible three times over, and could repeat St. Paal’s 
epiitle to the Hebrews. 

For fome time before the affizes, he frequently got the 
prifoners together on an. evening, and prayed with them 
extempore. 

Hemmings faid, he had reafon to be thankful that he 

ras brought to that nlace; for till that time, he had been 
Siving without GOD in the world. He faid, it was a great 
mercy the Lord had not cut him off in his fins; and was 
truly thankful he was now convinced of his want of a Sa- 
viour. 


Crips 
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Crips appeared to be ignorant of the way of falvation by 
Chrift. Mr. C. atked him whether he was not afraid to 
die? He faid, no; but could give no fufficient reafon for 
it. Mr. C. and Mr. 7. then fpoke to him in a clofe man- 
ner; and though he did not feem hardened, yet he was not 
truly concerned about his foul. Mr. C. gave a fhort ex- 
hortation, fung a hymn, and (at the requeft of Steptoe ) 
the fifty-firft pfalm, and then went to prayer twice. 

After dmner, Mr. C. Mr. ¥. and Mr. L. revifited the 
prifoners. Crips feemed then to be much affected, and faids 
he was convinced of his loft ftate. A hymn being fung, 
the gaoler, his wife and daughtér, and feveral other per- 
fons joined. Singing being over, Steptoe was defired to go 
to prayer, which-he did with great earneftne{s: while moft 
who were prefent were deeply affected ; and fome, who be- 
fore had but little concern about religion, wept much. 

When prayer was ended, Mr. C. fpoke to Hemmings, 
and found him happy in the Lord. He faid (among other 
things) “* I fhall toon be in the arms of Jefus for ever!” 
‘Afterwards they all went into the chapel, and received the 
facrament. When they returned, Steptce faid, « I have 
been feeding on Chrift by faith, who is the Living Bread.” 
Steptoe then defired Mr. Z. to give out the finner’s lamen- 
tation, which they all continued finging, with great fervor, 
till the under-fheriff fent for them. 

The executioner coming into the cell, Szeptee immediately 
went up to him, and with a cheerful countenance fhook 
him by the hand, as though he was his friend. While the 
coffins were carrying out, Steptoe was ftanding a little way 
from the cell-door, and the fun fhining, he looked up, and 
faid, «* The fun of nature fhines very bright!” and added, 
« ‘Phis is the laft fun I fhall fee fhining below; but I thall 
foon fee the Sun of Righteoufnefs, and be with him for 
ever !” 

As foon as the prifoners got into the cart, they began to 
fing, and continued to do fo, at times, till they came to 
the fatal tree. 

After the clergyman had done talking and praying with 
them, Sveptoe ftood up, and in a firm, collected, and moft 
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affeéting manner, gave an exhortation to the people for 
near five and twenty minutes. Among other things, he faid, 
« It was fin which brought me to this (pointing to the tree) 
and I am going to fuffer juftly; but although I am con- 
demned by the law of man, yet as I am interefted in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, I fhall not be condemned at the bar of 
GOD. O think not. my dear fellow-finners, becaufe we 
are brought to this fhameful end, that we are finners above 
all men. I tell you, nay; but except ye repent, ye thall 
all likewife perifh. Do not think that becaufe fome of you 
may now be living in pleafure, pomp, or {plendor, that it 
will avail you any thing when you come to die; for you 
will be condemned at the bar of GOD, unlefs you forfake 
your fins, and flee to the Lord Jefus Chrift. And as I have 
found an intereft in him, I do aflure you my fellow-fin- 
ners, my ‘prefent fituation (though you may think other. 
wife) is preferable to yours, who are yet in your, fins. 
Therefore flee from the wrath to come, and feek religion 
with all your might; for there is nothing but true religion 
which can make you happy either in life or death.” He 
likewife {poke of his belief of the refurrection, in very ftrong 
terms, and added, 


« Oh my drooping friends below, 
Did you half this glory know ; 

Daily would you ftretch the wing, 
Thus to.fly and thus to fing.” 


He then prayed very fervently, for feven or eight mi- 
nutes, and was much at liberty. 
After he had done, Hemmings {poke to the people, and 
warned them to forfake drinking, loofe women, and other 
bad company; and to attend the houfe of GOD, where 
they might hear thofe things which would do them good. 
When the clergyman left the cart, they all called out 
for Mr. C. who immediately came to them. Hemmings 
faid, I never was fo happy in all my life; for the Lord 
comforts me.—Stepice faid, My mind is quite comfortable 
' aad compofed, and I am {till happy.— Crips alfo declared, 
he 
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he was happy- Mr. C. then gave out two verfes of that 
hymn, “ Jefu lover of my foul,” and was juft going to 
prayer, when the under-fheriff fent an order for him to 
quit the cart immediately: on which fome of the fpectators 
fpoke aloud, and faid the conduét of the under-fheriff was 
fhameful; and a Mr. Davis, a minifter of Reading, faid 
to the prifoners, “ Remember, the fheriff cannot feparate 
your fouts from Chrift.” 4 

Mr. C. then took leave of the prifoners, by exhorting 
them to look to Jefus; and they all continued fervent in 
prayer to the laft. 

Crips’s laft words were, « O GOD, have mercy on me! 
Jefus thou fon of David, have pity on me! Jefus, thou 
friend of finners, have mercy on me!” 

Steptoe’s laft words were, “ Into thy hands I commend 
my foul, O GOD, for thou haft redeemed it.” 

Hemmings alfo was launched into eternity, calling upon 
the Lord.—Steptoe had a cheerful and heavenly counte- 
nance, even to the moment the cap was drawn over his 
face,—Hemmings and Crips were alfo firm and collected to 
the laft. 
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To my moft endeared Friends, the Servants of Chrif in Taun- 


ton, Grace and Peace. 









Moft dearly beloved and longed for, my Foy and Crown: 


Y heart’s defire and prayer to GOD for you is, 

that you may be faved. I know that you are the 
butt of men’s rage and malice: but you may fatisfy your- 
felves, as David in fuftaining Shimei’s curfes: it may be, 
the Lord will look upon our affliction, and requite good 
for their curfing this day. But, however that be, hold on 
your way. Your name indeed is catt out as evil, and you 
are 
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are hated of all men for Chrift’s fake, for cleaving to hig 
ways and fervants: but let not this difcourage you, for you 
are now more than ever blefled: only hold faft, that no 
man take yourcrown. Let not any that have begun in the 
fpirit, end in the flefh. Do not ferfake GOD till he for. 
fake you: he that endureth to the end fhall be faved: the 
promife is to him that overcometh; therefore think not of 
looking back: now you have fet your hands to Chriii’s 
plough, though you labour and fuffer, the crop will pay 
for all: now the Lord is trying who they be that will truft 
him. The world are all for prefent pay; they muft have 
fomething in hand, and will not follow the Lord when 
there are hazard and hardfhip in his fervice. But now js 
the time for you to prove yourfelves believers, when there 
is nothing vifible but hazard, and expence, and difficulty 
in your Maker’s fervice. Now, my brethren, ftand faft in the 
faith, quit you like men, be ftrong: if you can truft in his 
promifes now, when nothing appears but bonds, and loffes, 
and tribulation, this will be like believers. Brethren, I be- 
feech you to reckon upon’no other but crofles here. Let 
none of you flatter yourfelves with dreams of fleeping ia 
your eafe, and temporal profperity,. and carrying heaven 
too, Count not upon reft till you come to the land of pro- 
mife. Not that I would have any of you run upon hazards 
uncalled: no, we fhall meet them foon enough in the way 
of our duty, unlefs we turn afide: but I would have you 
calt overboard your worldly hopes, and be content to wait 
till you come on the other fide of the grave. Is it not 
enough to have a whole eternity of happinefs? If GOD 
throws in the comforts of this life too, I would not have 
you throw them back again, or defpife the goodnefs of the 
Lord: but | would that you fhould ufe this world, as not 
abufing it, that you fhould be crucified to the world, and 
the world to you; that you fhould declare plainly that you 


feck a better country, which is an heavenly. Ah! my 
dear brethren, J befeech you to carry it Jike pilgrims and 
itvangers, abftain from flethly lufts, which war againft 
vour fouls; for what have we to do with the cuftoms and 
faihions of this world, who are ftrangers in it? Be _— 
tente 
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tented with a travelier’s lot: know you not that you aye in 
a ftrange land? All is well as long as it is well at home; 
I pray you, brethren, daily confider your condition: do 

ou not remember that you are in an inn? And what 
though you be but meanly accommodated! though you 
fare hard, and lie hard! Is this a ftrange thing? What 
fhould travellers look for elfe? Indeed if you were of the 
world, the world would love its own. But now GOD 
hath called you out of the world; therefore the world hat- 
eth you: but remember, it is your duty to love them, even 
while they hate you; and to pray for mercy for them that 
will fhow no mercy or jultice. This I defire you to ob- 
ferve as a great duty of the prefent times; and let not any 
fo forget their duty, as to with evil to them that do evil to 
us; orto pleafe themfelves with the thoughts of being 
even with them, Let us commit ourfelves to him that 
judgeth righteoutly, and fhow ourfeives the children of the 
Mott High, who doth good to hus enemies, and is kind to 
the unkind and unthankful; and what if they do hate us? 
Their love and good-will were much more to be feared, 
than their hatred. Brethren, keep yourfelves in the love 
of GOD; here is wifdom. O happy fouls, that are his 
favourites! for the Lord’s fake look to this, make fure of 
fomething: look to your fincerity above all things: let not 
‘any of you conclude, that becaufe you are of the fuffering 
party, therefore all is well: look to the foundation, that 
your hearts be taken off from every fin, and fet upon 
GOD as your bleflednefs: beware that none of you have 
only a name to live, and be no more than almoilt chrifti- 
ans. For the love of your fouls, make a diligent fearch, 
and try upon what ground you ftand; for it pitics me to 
think any of you fhould hazard fo much, and yet lofe all 
at laft: but when once you bear the mark of GOD’s fa- 
vour, you need not fear the world’s frowns: cheer up 
therefore, brethren, be ftrong in the Lord, and of good 


courage under the world’s ufage: fear not: inyour Father's 
houfe there is bread enough, and room enough: this is 
fufhcient to comfort us under all the inconveniencies of the 
way, that we have fo happy a home, fo ready a Father, fo 


goodly 
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goodly an heritage. Oh! comfort one another with thef 
words: let GOD fee that you can truft in his word: le 
the world fee that you can live upon GOD. I thall thare 
my prayers and love among you all, and commit you to 
the Almighty GOD: the Keeper of J/rae/ that never flum. 
bereth nor fleepeth, be your watchman and keeper to the 
end. Farewell. Iam, 

A fervent well-wifber of your tempo 


ral and eternal affairs, 


J. A. 








a, Te eer LEE: 


Poetry. 
EL eT 
The WeaTHercock: an Epigram. 


ATL verfile emblem of the human mind, 
H: ‘True to thyfelf, and model of mankind: 
‘Thy only virtue is in them a vice ; 

This moment thus, the next quite otherwife. 
Thine an effect of nature’s potent laws, 

As theirs felf-int’reft or felf-love the caufe. 

Thy various motions point which way inclin’d 

The fix’d or vary’d current of the wind: 

Theirs only prove how fickle are their own, 

How weakly grounded, and how little known. 

Firft this, then that; then this, then that again, 

Now all a-yo, and now a middler ftrain. 

Such is mankind, creation’s reftlefs heir, 

‘Than wind lefs certain, and more light than air! 








POETRY. 


Tue Universar Love or Curist. 


ET earth and heav’n agree, 
Angels and men be join’d, 
To celebrate with me 
The Saviour of mankind, 
T’ adore the all-atoning Lamb, 
And blefs the found of Jefu’s Name. 


Jefus, tranfporting found ! 
The joy of earth and heav’n! 
No other help is found, 
No other Name is giv’n 
By which we can falvation have ; 
But Jefus came the world to fave. 


Jefus, harmonious Name! 
It charms the hofts above ! 
They evermore proclaim, 
And wonder at his love ! 
’Tis all their happinefs to gaze, 
Tis heav’n to fee our Jefu’s face. 


His Name the finner hears, 
And is from fin fet free; 
"Tis mufic in his ears, 
"Tis life, and victory ; 
New fongs do now his lips employ, 
And datnces his glad heart for joy. 


Stung by the feorpion fin, 
y poor expiring foul 
The balmly found drinks in, 
And is at once made whole : 
See there my Lord upon the tree ! 
I hear, I feel he dy’d for me! 





PORTRY. 


For me and all mankind - 
The Lamb of GOD was flain; 
My Lamb his life refign’d 
For ev’ry foul of man; 
Loving to all, he none paift by, 
He would not have one finner dies 


O, unexampled love ! 
O, allsredeeming grace! 
How freely didft thou move 
To fave a fallen rave! : 
What fhall I do to make it known, 
What-thou for all mankind haft done ? 


For this alone I breathe, 
To fpread the gofpel-found ; 
Glad tidings of thy death 
To all the nations round; 
Who all may feel thy blood apply’d, 
Since all are freely juftify’d. 


O for a trumpet-voice 
On all the world to.call, 
To bid their hearts rejoice 
In him who dy’d for all! 
For all my Lord was crucify’d, 
For all, for all my Saviour dy’d. 


To ferve thy bleffed will, 
Thy dying love to praife, 
Thy counfel to fulfil, 
And minifter thy grace, 
Freely what I receive to give, 
The life of heaven on earth I live. 





